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Walsingham's spies kept on his track for six
months. Then men were sent to arrest him. He
heard their arrival just too late. He managed to
destroy most of his papers, but one fatal list was
not burnt in time. It gave places on the coast
suitable for invaders to land, and a list of Catholics
in the plot. Some of these escaped in time, but
others were sent to the Tower. The nation began
to grow frightened for their Queen.
Then came an event which convinced all that
Elizabeth's life might well be in danger.
In 1584 William of Orange was assassinated by
a Catholic, and at once wild alarm broke out in
England. Elizabeth was likely to be the next
person aimed at. The " Bond of Association "
was drawn up to declare that if Elizabeth were
killed the person who profited by it should not
succeed to the throne, e This was a hit at Mary,
who was still the heir. People flo<5ked to join the
" Bond ", and in Yorkshire alone there were sevenr
thousand members. That the " Bond " was
needed to meet fresh plots was soon shown, for
Mary's supporters were determined on further
efforts. Letters were sent to her done up in a
waterproof bag, which was pushed into a barrel
of beer through the bung-hole. But Walsingham's
men traced this; the letters were taken out, read,
copied, and then put back in the barrel and allowed
to reach Mary. They were to be fatal to her.
Ballard, a priest, and Babington, an enthusiastic
young man, wrote announcing that they meant to